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By Airman 1st Class

Andrew Rouleau

Public Affairs

AFN sound

Whether at home, on the road or at work,

servicemembers listen to the radio for entertain-

ment and information. The staff at the Ameri-

can Forces Network Frankfurt have the unique

experience of providing local military members

with  news and emergency information as well

as entertainment, over the radio.

Lon Blair, station commander, has been with

AFN since 1988. He has worked as the station

commander for the last two years.

�It�s a challenge like everywhere else in the

military,� Blair said, referring to the difficul-

ties of working with a small staff.

The staff of 10, includes three engineers,

five broadcasters, a traffic person and the sta-

tion manager. Two of the staff are Rhein-Main

community members and live in Gateway Gar-

dens housing area.

As a result of staff numbers, the station had

to decide, �What type of products have the most

impact,� Blair said. They decided to focus, pres-

ently, around radio, because �radio has a big

audience and it is less manpower intensive than

television,� Blair said.
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Right, Staff Sgt. Gene Taylor, radio

team chief at AFN Frankfurt, gives

weather and traffic updates during

the weekday morning radio show.

Below, Taylor programs requested

songs into the computer for playback

over the air. Center, Army Staff Sgt.

Jim Guzior, noncommssioned officer

in charge of the station, produces

and edits audio segments that will be

used as advertisements over the

radio.
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ds off through airwaves
The main goal of AFN is to satisfy the needs

of the clients, which are the surrounding mili-

tary communities. These military communities

make up a listening audience of  66,000, with

an estimated total audience of around 100,000,

said Army Staff Sgt Jim Guzior, NCOIC of the

station. �We have the largest audience of any

AFN affiliate worldwide.�

 A voice many in the Rhein-Main commu-

nity may recognize is that of Air Force Staff

Sgt. Gene Taylor,  the DJ for the morning show

on AFN radio.

A typical day for Taylor includes waking

up at 4 a.m., doing the  radio show from 6-9,

then working on some spot production or pa-

perwork before going home around 1 p.m.

Taylor said the aspect of the job he must

concentrate on the most is preparing for what

he is going to say when he turns the microphone

on. �You have to know what you�re going to

say before you open up the mike,� Taylor said,

�otherwise you don�t know what�s going to

come out of your mouth, and that�s not a good

thing if you�re doing live radio.�

While AFN Frankfurt has been limited

mostly to radio, they are getting some new per-

sonnel soon, and are planning on expanding

their services.

�We are working on eventually providing

local news coverage on two-minute television

slots,� Blair said.

Guzior said AFN is also hoping to expand

the radio shows to three a day, including an all

request lunch show. �We also want to put live

streams, from the DJ booth or different events,

live on our website,� he added. �We are look-

ing at a lot of new ways to provide services to

military members.�

The entire staff at AFN feels privileged to

work there, and they enjoy doing their jobs.

�I joined the Air Force, specifically, to be a

broadcaster,� Taylor said. �My favorite part of

the job is getting positive feedback from people.

It is great to get paid to talk on the radio, not

many people have this opportunity.�

�When you work at AFN, you get to see the

impact your work has on other people,� Blair

said.

The AFN staff encourages servicemembers

to participate and provide feedback.

�We are just messengers, the Public Affairs

Offices are the ones that keep us in business,�

Guzior said.

�Anybody on base who wants coverage

should talk to their PAO,� Blair said. �We are a

tool for the community -- use us.�

Above, Specialist Mark Jacobs,radio

news producer, looks through an

archive of sound effects to find a

selection he needs to produce a

commercial. Below, Lon Blair, AFN

station manager, responds to

questions during an interview.

The AFN website can be reached at

www.afneurope.army.mil, then go to affiliates

and choose Frankfurt. The radio station can

be reached at 069-156-88183 or DSN 329-

4183.


